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July 23 :
Park in Bridgeport. And yes, you read
it right: Bridgeport. Scaside Park

] fi . Along the entry
path and the left-hand penmeter were

concession stands serving falafel, Asian
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As w¢ walked toward the
ticket arcas, random festival
goers ol cvery age greeted
us, “Hey, how wa doin"?
Have a great time! Beautiful
day! Enjoy the show.” The
festival’s  centerpiece, its
two giant stages, were being
prepped and
plugged in by roadies and
personnel.  Newly

amved friends were hugging

and wired

festival

cach other and children were
around the well-
kids arca, getting
panted and watching
booked cspecially  for
There was plenty of tie-dye,
also khaki
Balloons
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designed
thewr
cnicrmaners
them
for sure, but there were
shorts and J, Crew shirts
were batted around, hula hoops were

laces

hula'd and there was plenty of space
for ..'.[|

“l.'_‘-ll:ld I]hli, 1t was all .th.u,:t the musc
and when The Dark Star Orchestra
ook the stage on the first night of
the show, an .rh,'-u,.lp.LHc force ook
me over and | found myself twirling and
dancing and singing along just as 1 had

Levon  Helm
and the ever-brzame Wavy
Gravy serving as M.C
carry the theme, but with

drummer

Plues great and five-time
Grammy Award winner
Buddy Guy, funk master
George Clinton, Boston-
based indie rockers State
Radio and Guster
even The Harlem Boys
Choir on the hill, there's
truly music for evervone

and
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singer, songwnter and musician PJ
Pacifico recently camed the coveted
opening slot on the Main Stage,
having been chosen out of a pool of
ovier a thousand musicians vying for
it. Norwalk-based band King for a
Day will also perform on the Main
Stage on Friday. The festival also
leatures a separate, “Green Vibes™
stage, run partially on solar power,
that will feature a host of more local
and up and coming bands. Tickets
are sold as weckend passes
You can camp out {even for a
die-hard like me, that wasn't

done in my more bohemian days. We
retumed every day to the festival that year
and the following year as well, taking
our teenaged sons along for the nide. and
aving a  truly musical

CAPpLTIENCE.

joyful shared

I'is vear, Gathening of the Vibes celebrates
the 40th anniversary of Woodstock. The
legendary Crosby, Stills & Nash, The

Gratelul Dead’s Bob Weir, celebrated

Firom Finr "l.rqlr'llli.l Saille, Dave I|H|F!| :.":::.I'frrg.'.l'.'..'rl.' "n..-;a..'." will headls

happening) or simply retum
cach day as we did ":'Lulul' or
old or in between, whether
your inner hippic has been
has el [o
emerge, Gathering of the Vibes

long-buried or
15 a road tnip worth taking
For ticket prices, the full band

lincup or other information, go
to gathenngofthevibes.com

e the closing day of the 2000 festival; Levon Helw; moe,

Seaside Fark in Brideeport. Left, from top, Phil Lesh of the Grateful Dead and his hincd Phil amd Friends from Gathe ring of the Vibes
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O8; Buddy Guy (invet); a fan pnises (o remember Jerry Garcia, in whose memory the festval was founded
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