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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

residents, will provide 5 tempo-
rary home 1o four stages (includ-
ing the Solar Beach Siage, which
features solely Connecticul acts)
that will host more than 50 acls.
beginning tonight. The event will
culminate Sunday at 6:30 p.m,
with legendary roots rockers Los
Lobos, who formed in East Los
Angeles in 1973,

“It started off as a gathering of
friends and family, and it grew
into something that mcluded a

very largs extended tamily,” Hays
says. “Most of the staff is from
Faurticld County, so it's a wel-
come home party”

Hays, a Deadhead since his
leenage vears, says it was in
Bndgeport during the 2000 fes-
tival while warching Weir amd
Katdog that he realized he had
accomplished his goal. “That was
4 monumental experience for me
and for all of us,” he says. “There
was a sense of what we're doing
here is legitimate enough for a
lifetime achievemnent award win-
ncr and member of our fEvorile
band. The weather was perfect,
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the ability to look oul over Long
Island Sound, it all gelled. The
Vibes 20000 is one T will never

fﬂl‘ﬁ‘t.”
is year, Terrapin hosts three
memhbers of the Grateful Dead. In
acdilitiom i Wear, Mickey Ham and
Donna Jean Cowdchaons will per-
form with their respective bands.
For Godechaux, now Godchaux
MacKay, the last vear has been
spent writing and recording with
Porna Jean and the Tricksters,
which inclodes membars of the
Zen Tncksters, the mistate area’s
mosl pre-coinent Grateful Dead
interpreters (the band also records
its ovn material), The Zen Trick-

- sters have played at every Gather-

1ngE of the Yibes.

“Ohver Lhe years, 11 has bocome
almost like a Lamaly,” says Zen
Tricksters (and DJ&T) singer-
gurtarist Jelf Mattson, “We sec
the same people working there
every. year, d lotof the same bands
and a lot of the same people who
come back to see the festival every
vear There's a "sce va again next
vear wvibe, which makes it a lot
of fun.”

Matrson remembers the st
Furchasc College weckend,
which was meant as awoy o bring
Lerrecher those who would usvally
be oo The Gratelul Dead’s sum-
mer tour together, He remembers
each headlimng act being asked

to play a song from the Dcad

r-:]:mr'lu:r-:.
Crateful Dead songs are no
longer a requirement to be booked

al the festival, but The Grateful
Dead approach o music-making
and willingness o provide [ans
a safe haven to follow their hliss
rernain cornerstones of the Crath-
ering of the Vibes expenience.
Mattson saw his Tiest Dend show
in 1973 and pul together what
would become The Xen Trick-
sters in 1979, Almost 30 years
later, he hasn't [ost his appetite
for the band's music. “They are
greal songs, well-written with
ereat melodies,” he savs. “But
I think you're mussing the sparil
Picase soc GATHERING,
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ol the song if you're plaving the
same way every time Thers was
always something o see that was
different there. which was the
oppartumty to stretch these sengs
out and put your own persenality
inta it.”

It's the spirit of adventure and
improvisation that Havs and his
staft look tor in prugraming the
talcnt cach year.

“Tt's important 1o alwavs bang
in new, fresh creative blood musi-
cally or you becomes stagnant,”
gavs Hays “At the samc hme, we
know w?'lat our friends and famly
wanl o see on stage, They re very
vocal aboul that and we appreciate
because this truly 1s a grassrools
up festival”

To thal end, artists such as
Los Lobos and Buddy Guy, who
haven't played previous Gather-
ings, fit the bill 1in what the Terra-

in staff 15 looking for musically.
%[llﬂ' acts on the W0 Main stages
this weekend include Assembly
of Dust, George Clinton and P-
Funk, Dickey Betts and Great
Southern, Zero, Strangcfolk and
Martin Sexton. More than 20 local
acts play the Solar Beach Siage
{=ee sidebar). :

For Hays, the drive and desire 1o
paton amusical feslival each vear
comes from the ability to re-create
the jov he and his staif and friends
experienced at countless Grateful
Dead concerts.

“Every vear is o unigue chal-
lenge, and 1w see an cmpty field
ur park transformed into a sca of
tents and dancing, snmilzinE [ces,
that's what it's all about,” Hays
says. “And hopefully, we will
Cover our costs.”



Local talent

B King for a Day, The lofn
Hickey Band. Fro. Ralla. Eler-
trie Hill.

This weekend's schedule
al limmy's Seaside or the
Acoustic Cafe?

Mope. These are five among
more than 20 loce| acts that
will be plaving the Gathenrg of
the Vibes' Solar Baach staps
this weskend. Terrapin Pres
ants, the festival's Nomwalk-
Based producser, is not only
Bringing its summer jam-band
lestval Dack bane, iU's Zning
the homegrowns & charcs o
Show Their STuTT.

"H's an oppartunity to do
what wa've always enjoyed
doing, which is showcase
up-and-coming artists,” says
Ken Hays, the festival’s
founder and producer, “We
encourage averyonea to
go out and see live music
because there's nothing
like it. It can't be raplicatad
in the studio. Live is where
it's at. .. There's an amaz-
ing amount of talent in the
state of Connesticut, | feel
good about being able to
showese these artists haw-
iNg grown up and spant my
whole |fa in Fairfield County”

For the Trumbullbased band
Roarner, getting on the Vibes

stage was a goal that was set
a few years ago. Singer-guitar-
ist Tirn Sather just didn't think
it wold happen this oulckky
“This is nothing short of a
dream come true,” he savs. “It
was a very big surprise when
we found ouwt. | think that it
speaks to the time weve put
in and the effort we've put in.”
Roamear plays in a classic
rock style sometimes remi-
niscznt of The Band and ear-
Iv Al'man Brothers Band with
an emphasis on each song
telling a stary. The styvle was
born in the days when the
band served as accomgani
ment tn Sather's singer-song-
writer pursuits. In 20032, the
musicianzh'p began to take
on a mora democratic format
and the group’s pame was
an anagram for Relurn of AM
Radio. After too many pro-
maters botched the name,
the group settled on Roamer.
Earlier this year, it released
Its first disc “The Basker™
[ FOGMIETIL S8 SO,
sather,whose brothers, Matt
and John, play bass and guitar,

believes the local exclusivily
Flease see LOCGAL,

of the Solar Beach stage weekend

ints to the music scene that has

en hnildine aroomd the Black-

rock arca of Bridgeport over the
ast fow vears.

“It's a testament to 8 group of
people that worked hard over the
past couple of years,” he savs.
“There’s just a nice group of 440
to 50} bands that work together, get
along and very unselfishlessly tned

to create @ scene with that thought
in mind thal we can create a vibe for
a lete music scene in the area,
we will all succeed together.”
The Solar Beach schedule 15
available at www.gatherimgolthe

vibes.com,
— Ruy Hogan



