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ROCHING TO A CLOSE

S o, (P el T e il P

Lagarsdar borsman Budsy Goy perfamms cunng 158 fira) dey of the Gathering of the Vices music Mestihal in Brdgaperi Sunday.

Attendees
leave with
good vibes

Concert goers leave Bridgeport
psyched about city’s hospitality

By KEN DIXON
kdixon@ctpost.com

BRIDGEPORT — The Gathering of the Vibes
reverberated to its conclusion on Sunday, and while
the economic benefits to the city may be minimal, the
public relations value could be priceless.

Under the second consecutive sunny day, Vibesters
strolled along the seawall, swam in Long Island Sound
and slowly came to the realization that while the
music may never stop, their four-day stay at Seaside
Park was coming to an end.

The $40,000 weekend-long rental of the park was
undoubtedly cheap compared to the 10,000 people who
paid up to $150 — some VIPs paid $350 — for each
camping ticket. Thousands more paid $70 a day.

Since the 370-acre landmark is relatively isolated,
a peninsula overseen by a huge statute of PT.
Barnum, festival goers were self-contained, away
from Connecticut’s largest city.

Except for an unsteady stream of campers walking
up Park Avenue for cases of beer from grocery and
package stores on Saturday, the local economic ripple
was negligible.

“It's more about prestige for the city,” said Roxie Ray,
director of the Academic Resource Center and First-year
Studies Program at the University of Bridgeport. “It's
not about spreading money around, but people are
celebrating a feeling and we really need that.”

Ray and her son Louis, 35, were sitting at a UB
table in the shaded nonprofit area to the east of the
main stages.
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Festival sponsors good feehngs about Bridgeport

Sontinued from A1

“We've had movies shot here
his summer and now we are
10sting this music festival,” she
said.

Ray said that passers-by had
seen friendly and interested, all
weekend. “I was a child of the '60s,
;0 [ know what Woodstock was
ibout and this is a mini
Woodstock.”

“It’s not too far away where a
lot of poverty and crime happens,”
Louis said, adding that while a lot
of the festival people may only
notice the few neighborhoods they
see before getting back on
[nterstate 95, they’ll have good
memories of the city

At the western edge of the
festival, where the security
boundary ended and Vibers mixed
with unticketed Bridgeporters out
for a day at the beach, Clergerton
Swaby, 50, of Bridgeport said he
thought the festival was a big boost
for his city. He said he didn’t feel
excluded, as his listened to a
bluegrass band called Hoe that

played late Sunday morning at the
small Solar Beach Stage to several

hundred people standing and

stretched out on the sand.

“I don’'t know how much money
this means to the city,” said the
native Jamaican who has lived
here for about eight years. “The
people are enjoying themselves
and [ have no complaints about
them taking up most of the park.”

After Hoe's performance, Chris
Teskey, a guitarist in the band who
is a long-time host on WPKEN-FM,
agreed that the benefits for the city
are seemingly intangible but
might eventually be guantified in
the caleulus of the city’s active
economic rebound.

“For starters, Seaside Park is
one of the most beautiful parks in
the Northeast,” Teskey said in an
interview. “I've met people from
Westport, from all over New
England and it's great PR for a city
that's had a bad reputation. This
park is so underutilized.”

Teskey, who's been playing
music over the Bridgeport-based
WPKN since 1978, said it was a
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Tom Williams, right, of Charleston, R.l,, cheers as Martin Sexton
performs Sunday during the Gathering of the Vibes in Bridgeport.

natural coup for the nationally
known, nonprofit community
radio station to snag the rights to
broadcast The Gathering's main-
stage events live.

“The park is awesome,” said
Victoria Bell, of Princeton, N.J.,
whose tent occupied the grassy
circle of a park rotary, with an

unbeatable view of Long Island
Sound. “We call this spot the aisle of
Vibes."”

Bell and her husband, Howard,
a physicist and small-business
owner who fuses rare-earth oxides,
had along their four kids, ages 3, 6,
#and 10.

Howard described the weekend-

long scene in two words: “positive
energy.” Over by the four portable
toilets in the shadow of the Civil
War monument, Steve Malone, 50,
of New Haven, emerged from one
of the blue privies, proclaiming
them clean and stocked with paper.

“I grew up in Stratford and [
remember getting on the bus to go
shopping at the old Lafayette Mall
downtown,” Malone said.
“Eventually, Bridgeport became
the place not to go to.”

But with more than 20,000 people,
campers and day-ticket Vibesters
alike, enjoying a memorable
weekend in Bridgeport, the good will
should create a momentum of its
own, especially if Vibes returns.

“We have people from Alaska
over where we're camped,” said
Malone, an executive with the New
Haven-based Edible
Arrangements,

“They can't believe they're in
Bridgeport,” said Malone, who
couldn’t remember the last time he
was in the park prior to this
weekend. “I'm hoping the city can
use this, somehow.”

At 6:30, just before the East Los
Angeles band Los Lobos torched
the remaining few thousand
people, Ken Hays, executive
director of Terrain Presents, the
festival organizers, told people to
check the Web site to see if a deal
is struck with Bridgeport for a
reprise next year.

“What do you guys feel about
Bridgeport?” he asked after blues
legend Buddy Guy finished
performing at around 6:30.

The crowd roared. “Yeah, we i
feel the same,” Hays said.

Los Lobos added a bilingual
flavor for the festival's coda, but
finished their set with an old rocking
Grateful Dead staple, “Bertha,”
which the younger band made a hit
of their own in the late ‘80s.

Finally, as Vibesters were asked
to clean up the debris on their way
out, a melancholy, 35-year-old
version of the Grateful Dead’s
“Walk Me Out in the Morning
Dew" was played on the sound
system, as the Gathering became
the Bridgeport diaspora of August
12, 2007.



Quest to see all reaps musical bounty

By SEAN SPILLANE
sspillane@ctpost.com

ne of the things I endeavored to do

at the Gathering of the Vibes, my

first festival, was to catch as many

of the main-stage acts as possible. It

was a much harder task than
anticipated.

There wasn't a press tent where I could
file my stories and blogs on the Web site at
Seaside Park, so occasionally I would have to
head back to the Post’s State Street office to
write. Not too big of a hassle, but I did end up
missing a few shows, as well as parts of other
performances that [ would have liked to have
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seen in their entirety.
Here’s a quick roundup of what I saw and
heard during my four days at Seaside Park.

THURSDAY: It was basically just people
setting up their campsites with three bands on
the two main stages. U-Melt, from New York
City, got things going on the Terrapin Stage
and it was a decent jam band, nothing
spectacular.

The eye-opener for me was catching The
Dark Star Orchestra that night. Usually, I'm
not a fan of cover bands, but DSO has taken it
to a whole new level. If I didn’t know better,
I'd have sworn it was The Grateful Dead come
back to life. I can see now why this group has
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risen so far above the other Dead tribute
bands out there.

What I missed Thursday: John
Brown'’s Body.

FRIDAY: Jam band Zero
soldiered on through the cold
and the rain and was joined by
ex-Grateful Dead singer Donna
Jean Godchaux. Actually, it
seemed as if she
joined in with
every jam band
at the festival.

» Please see JAM on A6



Jam bands rock

at Seaside Park

Gonfinued from Al

One of the hest perfioemaneas
wias tarned in by Dicksy Bects and
Great Southert, bat 1 was onls
able tocateh the lsst 1) minues or
g Still, il was an absolute freat o
bear the farmer Allman Brarhar
Hetts blazing awav on ABR classics
like “In Memory o Elizaheth
Broed™ and “Jession.”

Blusgrass-besac jam band
Ealread Karth was (K, but 1 ook
calbagd away b thee wedding mking
Plave il ae sacne Liome Incthe VTP
tent, | meen, how could you not want
L witnouss o opoung coupls being
oo i boly metrimony by that
erninent reliFious Bmare Wasy
(Grany

The bckey Hart Band was quite
pagged, Dol L was nice o see bogal
egennd Jen Durkin singing in front
of by ribe. Grateful Dead alum
Hart even aonuitied his beand wes
“wery unrehearsed, bt
etithuslas: be” bedire e Iefl (e =g

The night toak & tuen For the
farsy as the nimitable: Geomne
Clinstom Jesd PFhunds oon Lo (R
Randzhadl Stage frer o wild, swoaly
workout,

The renmnited leeal bond Deep
Ranana Blackont, capped the night
after w rousing introduction by
Bridgepore Mayor Joan M, Fabrizi,

What T missed Zriday; Chach
ar Tea Lol Green,

SATURDAY: Asaemihls af Dhuasr,

Led by Bedd Goteamer, ot on a good
show of acoustle based tiunes tuat
appealed 10 j8m band fans aad
Chersz who Jusl appreciale sclid
Aorgveriting,

Gubiae whiz Keller willioms
buas o nloe ol oo g, but bis mosie
iz just & hil too gonly for ey Laste,
His =01 was savied whes The Dead's
Dok Weir, at the festival with bls
bard Nardag, joined in for three
sonEs, inchiding a menoratle “un-
through of “Scarle; Begonize”

Former Primmus frontman and
basa plaver extranrdinai-e Les
Claypanl was delieitely QifTecent,
hac kiz achtick g old pret ity
quickly and [ hegan to lnse
interest. Wair and hiz Raldog
mates anee again saved the day by
joinng in for a whacked-out
rentition of The Beatles
*Tomormmes Mever Enows,™

Finally the and that
stemingly evarylody at the
Testlval was mest excited atbonr,
Ealduyg, tusk the stups, Weir and
Co, were in fine form and were
Juinez by Godebanx for The Dead’s
“shalbedown Stresl.” Another
Do claseie, “Eves of the Wor.d "
alsn sounded soad.

Wit I inulzsed Satwrday: The
Frvan Menrbleaw Band, Danna Jean
and the Tricksters and Strangefolk

SUNDIAY, Martin sexion was
gll right and he has his fans bat 1
was wideywlshned, Even s
caver wersiong ef Joheany Cask's

“Folson Prison Blues™ ans Billy
Prestan's W1 11 Go Beund in
Cireles” dblincl oove e,

U el was Bob Marlev's
furmer baend, The Wallers. Twen
though Marley's been pone for
mor: than 85 years, the bond is
carcying oo his trasdition and
coitnling 2reel doing i Claseies

such as *Stir U™ “Lively Tp
Yourselt,” "Cet Up, Stand Up”™ and
“BoWoman, Nu Uryv” still ssemed
[restand youw can't mebch the
musicipnship of The Wailers
Blaes legend Bodoy Guy is
alwrrrs a pleasure. e sean him play
thurens or e times now snd I'm
meverdisppoinied I'm elmost

surprised blues fanatic Joon Maysr
Cidn't come back to his hametown to
play with Huddy again

The Wiles elosed with Tatin
rock band Los Lobas, which
sounded great, evan though the
memhbers saemed o ke making thas
eet _iet up se they want slong.
Whatever sonfusion tere was on

the stage didn't translats into che
music, 85 the band sounded tight
It was the band | most fooked
forwanrd to sseing urul, T'm happy
tor report. Laws Lobaes didn't
disappoint.

‘What 1 mizsaad Sundey: Kevin
Haye and The Dbrty Dozen Brass
Bund.



As Vibes

By KEM DIXON
kdmanamoostoom

BRICGE?OIRET — As the hours
dwlnidled for the Gatherive of the
Wihes, the fessivzl peaked lake
Samrdsy gnd inco the wee howrs
SurElay,

% pom. Saturday Amsnda
Raczvnski 24, sax: thai
Ferddgepeet rernivels her of parts
of ber hometown ol Bublals, MY
She jast fimisaed spilling some of
hernely pureckassd Magic Har
besec an bz doess In Ll beer terd
The -vear-eld bareander i o
her hionsymoe.

“1 el Tike we'ne b6 3 big nesd,”
shagad, “Tve heen, 1k, Woa!
Muon!*

932 pom, Intae WIF dend, Jos
Carini, of Hamder, who presices
avar the Bamnnes ber 2t Birhiers
i By Heveon, is bealareing omne of
kis three children oo his
sluwallcors,

Hee Baxd vy warks an Friday
nizhs, 20 it's mors coaeie. o geta
g Dol 3 Bob Weir and Teatdog
when -bey canre om srage at 100,

“Wormelly, we dons do
arvteng Hke this, bt s Beh
Wair ™ said Cazinid, wian boaght his
fulHestivel ticket: moaths wpc.

Incarst . owars] t1e spdal Tes
Clavponl 5 62 g tne Terrapin
stazme, Weir joins his Fatcop bemd
males whis nave keen hacking up
the tarmer bassist f30 Frimus.

“Ladizs gnd genlzmen, Mo
Edward Van Halen,” Clavpand
savs by way of annowneing Weir
Che Roeverold o er vetsran
Cieabefu] Dead sudnardsr, whais
this zrowd certainly meeds po
intzodaction

10k 13 pomn. Wir sparis his
ihree-bowr set with an

ends: ‘They were awesome’

Eprupriabe lume for Be dgepoabt:
“Slakedown Strest.”

“They bl me thisg tesn am't
gt oo beart,” Welr s, 'Well,
tha:'s armap

Wi waaves g sol ceerened
et vintge Dead, wome: Tieh
[¥elan and even 8 versicn of “he
baands arly spacejar pees
*Drerk Star” — thew loaps back
‘Shakadown Stest” end “Eves of
Ui Wiorld® aefobe 3 kreal.

11:5% potn. The secand sat
starts with the country-torsed
“ple aad My Locle” ther sisama
imto Declan's A Hard Rein's
Gomna Fall”

SEWDAY

1430 pm. Butilog's coaking
1p The Beatles” “Came Tageiber,”
b Uiy ieadd hack to Tk
Srar” for & while Welr sinps ol
the “transitive night folof
darnenia,” Tt clear ogar
Boeaort amd the Perseid

itebenr shoes 13 active aver hear.

Weir's joine] oo stapge by
Doana Jean Godchaws, o armer

Girateiul Desd singer whotoured -

with the band inthe earky 19010s
atiea many of the Vibe's
altrnlees wera children.

Tha anepre: Bzl wity “Dra
Mera Saburcke Kialn® and the
sentimental "Rippla™ from the
Mad's “Aur erican Beaaty ' albam,

SUMDAY MO TN

MEAN a.m. Mise Potzshnick.
the: B, Dok gl orer Dhe 2mipEs,
b clear area o feane af the main
Slamae

“Is avars ot Chece? he agle,
akz up vov sleepy teacs,”

Tn fact, vand=ds of Vikesters
e ol e, ahoun ard waline o
the Somad a1 the semwall The big
Wihes faziival seoTet for oest vess:
bicing o bleyele

11 aam. A the SalarSagea
miie down te seawall fmam Lhe
Park dwenne prtrunce, How ix
(e ing busgrass for aecuple of
hundred peopla Trash oo tHhat
wera overflowing vesterday ave
clean trelay: testamient oo the
ClERID CIyws,

frmbers of the and nacios
thiat inarijuana i= in the air hece,
s it iy posey eeeprvheee else,
Then deseop 21 on-the-fy
ec1ahamiam Far it *sun seresn ™
Chris Teskoy, the guiiartst, soas
toward the end of the set that the
fecling of the fesrleal “éisproves
L exgistemes of 1ime ™

Noon Casey Shanzhen 19, of
Arhorst, Mg, and a collage
sindert whi's an the fes-ival with
hear fathar Fatrizz puts down u
thick boak and stands upon the
grawa’ ]l She has just Firished tha
svpnih End less installment of
“Herry Potes”

Hevw weas it7 7 just can’tsinp
smiling,” she suvs, diszaszing
mannees of wizard chilkdeen.

L2056 pom, Chacles Bromley,
42 of Xorth Hoeen, wiho esiimates
Feamw “a pomale Fundred”
Gratedul Depd =biows belon: thee
feath of gaitarist Jorry Garcial?
years ame, gays Weit's show the
nizht aehore wes wecy mecnsakde,

“They were yvesome,” he sgid,
arlting that Bridmeport is shining
this svekend. “Poeopke o
vaaliz g that Rridgepors s not s
unsafe as sveryons thought”

1:06 p.m. Bi=hieer aeopde ape
liwgssd v ar the Bank of America’s
AT an whesly o the Gl conrd

L9 pom Thes Dirly Doecn
Heags Ravd sames iuta * When the
Seints Come Marching 117 befoes
gbout 000 peooe ar the main
stage,

1:20 pam. 5ars Mewmuan, down
trct Rudinglon, ¥, tosell
_emandey o the weekead, deesmt
appesr tabe a big fan of e monk
ntakees nest n ke Tiv free
anece they e cemped nearba

“Thay e waking s up 4l 6
u18," ehe says W thamght ac
{irstthey were howler mackeys”

1:26 pam, Cwear ot b Tirstabd
et Sars Waasal, 52, alzo of
Burlinzion, is letiing Arwerican
Bedical Fesooase persone]
bandage ber 10ed, whoch have
beeen chewec i b Guz sgnnalt
voacs and sidewalks aver tha last
focr czys

“T Love the ghoee,” she slc of
the venue, “['ve really enjoyad car
tie hera'

Like muny aeople ar The Yibes,
Wesge] 22 some great-lockng
fattoos, Undike slmesl ayverions
el she hos rhed srpel adags
that mak= up mast of her back,

Ale's had he tattocs To thees
yoars ained They et b abeat §1,05000
raisad pvera perisd of ibe coonths
sl the work dome B s8tioms.

1 gpent wara an the rartons
then [mede that :ummer” said
Wiegse who warks in the hetling
ceparimert &t e Mapi: Het
arewesy.

2 . A larpe shire frack
mamblas o in front of’ the Perry
Archatthe bae of Park Svanne,
e pnadn et ance of The
Gethering of the Vibes,

A pessur-by aedize: i’z o
vehlcls amend by A FBoval Flush,
which kas been cleaning L
poiable toilers all weekend

Thestrnek d-tvere lncks oct his
wirklora anc aelonowlecdes e
appleuseof a 'ongfeativalgoer
wn eTars = salitary ovarion &nd
chaar



Cop assault called
‘isolated incident’

By KEN DDCHN
kdimrlﬁcl;[,a-c,ul:.q:t,:-m

BRIDGEMZET The relativa
calm at The (GGatharing of the Vihes
was finully broken late Saiurday
night when a New Hampshirs
man, allegedly under the influemcs
of drugs, assaulted several polics
officers and the lestival securily
sratf

The ineident started ahnat 10
pom. frside the festival’s main en-
trance an Park Avenue and ended
up about 130 yards away outside
the main enirance fo the twin
stages, when 25 many 15 six police
officers finglly restrained him.

The mam casualty was Depury
Aoliee Chief James Honis, & 57-
veer-veteran who sustained a bro-
ken metacarpal in his lefi hand
after tackling Eric Dubois, 26, of
Maoncaestor NH.

Wher they rollec ta the gronnd,
Dubais” we.ght broke the bones in
Honis' wrist, he gaiil.

“In all fairness, this was just an
isolated incident ” Honis said Sun-
dev afterncon, a firesh cest on his
left arm that was put o1 by emer-
Fency rocin personnel at St Yin
cpnt's Mediza] Center

Two other cops, agl. Brian
Fitzgerald end Offlce  Brian
Pisanslli, wers also injured in the
invitent, which apparently resuall-
o [rom 2 besd resction W halle-
clnogendks mushrooms, which may
have »een spiked willi PCE, pelice
saicd.

The incidert began  when
Dhads allepadly punched David
Vrolfe, a Gathering of the Vibes se-

curity worker, twice in the face

“The avuspect had the soength
of four or five men,” aaid Honls,
"He literally ron “heouzh ope of
the fences as iF O wess panier
miizha ™

Polloe veed popper spray, thena
stun gun five o six times before
they could handeuft Dubois. Honis
sand sevaral bystanders threw cang
and ather ohiecrz at the officers,
bt it was nothing oerrly threaren-
ing.

“Mher people in the crowd
said, ‘dude, give itap,’ " Honis re-
called during an interview in the
citv's mobile command post.
which spent the weckend near
the Perry Arch enfrance to Sﬂa;
gide Park.

Dubeiz was held on $1I]L|m]
bond, charged with assault ona pe
lice officer, third-degree assauf,
interfering with an  officer amj
braach of peace.

Dubwis calmed down when he
gol 1o Bridgepnrt Hospital, Po-
lice rogorted that “bad mushe
rooms” probably laced with FCP .
seemed to set off Dabois, Phen-
cychidine was erealed 50 years
age as an anesthetdic, but cam
panss  adverse  psychotic  resd
tons 17 ingestand, '

“The vast majority of thiz)
crowd are good peopls” Honis)
said, adiling that the broken honsy
are nob the worst thing that hape
pened b bim during 37 yoars un
(hae jol.

“T ean stand one more bad day
or five more good vears” =aid He
niz, who led the weskend-long po
lice detail.



