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Even though the Gathering of the Vibes festival has been going on for 16 
years, it's still considered to be an under-the-radar summer music 
festival.  However, all that will likely change with the announcement 
that JANE'S ADDICTION and ELVIS COSTELLO are headlining this 
year's event, which runs from July 21-24 in Bridgeport, Connecticut.  
Festival founder KEN HAYS also announced that artists including 
LEVON HELM, DR. JOHN and the JOHN BUTLER TRIO will all be 
taking part in this year's installment. In addition, FURTHUR, featuring 
BOB WEIR and PHIL LESH of the GRATEFUL DEAD, are also on the 
bill, as is another Grateful Dead spinoff, THE RHYTHM DEVILS, 
featuring MICKY HART and BILL KREUTZMANN.
When asked what makes the Gathering of the Vibes different from the 
Bonnaroos, Lollapaloozas and Coachellas of the world, Hays 
emphasized the importance of family.  He said, "Number one is family.  
We had over 2,000 kids come with their parents last year.  I think what 
stands out most is it's a family affair."  The festival is also a camping 
event where patrons can pitch a tent on the festival grounds for the 
duration of the event.  Hays says this is an important part of the festival 
because it adds a feeling of community to what he calls "an annual 
reunion...it's an annual party."  You can purchase tickets for the 
Gathering of the Vibes at GatheringOfTheVibes.com.
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ABC: The Gathering of the Vibes festival is taking place from July 
21-24 in Bridgeport, Connecticut.  Festival founder Ken Hays reveals 
who will be playing at this year's installment: 

KEN HAYS: LEVON HELM, FROM THE BAND, AND HIS 11-
PIECE ORCHESTRA.  ELVIS COSTELLO, JANE'S ADDICTION, 
DR. JOHN, JOHN BUTLER TRIO.
Gathering of the Vibes Festival Founder Ken Hays/Festival Is a Family 
Affair

ABC: The Gathering of the Vibes festival is taking place from July 
21-24 in Bridgeport, Connecticut.  Festival founder Ken Hays stresses 
that this festival caters to families who have young children and 
teenagers: 

KEN HAYS: NUMBER ONE IS FAMILY.  WE HAD OVER 2,000 
KIDS COME WITH THEIR PARENTS LAST YEAR.  AND WE'VE 
GOT THIS AMAZING KIDS CORNER FOR THE YOUNG 
CHILDREN AND THEN A TEEN SCENE AND THIS TEEN STAGE.  
BUT I THINK WHAT STANDS OUT MOST IS IT'S A FAMILY 
AFFAIR.

ABC: The Gathering of the Vibes festival is taking place from July 
21-24 in Bridgeport, Connecticut.  Festival founder Ken Hays says that 
because festival goers are allowed to camp out for the event, it feels like 
a reunion: 

KEN HAYS: YOU'RE HANGING WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY.  YOU KNOW, EVERYONE COMES IN THREE CARS AT 
A TIME AND THEY ALL WANNA PARK TOGETHER, THEY'RE 
ALL BUDDIES, AND IT'S AN ANNUAL REUNION, YOU KNOW?  
IT'S AN ANNUAL PARTY.


