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VIBRANT RAIN

Lauren Swanson, 18, of Trumbull, raises her arms in triumph after Jnnll'lm 22, of New York
City, while wrastling in the mud on Saturday afternoon at Gathering of the Vibes in Bridgeport.



Rains douse festival, but the music goes on

By SEAM SPILLANE
gapillane@ctpast com

RRITH:EPORT — [ was oo good
try e e

Adter two days of beantiful
wenther he Gathering of the Vikes
at Seaside Park was hit with a hrotal
storm Saturday afterroot, which
hbrought a hard rain, booming
thunder ard dangerous lightning to
the thousamds of rovelers that had
looked forward to & relaxing day of
nsic and other forms of fun in the
E1IT.

Concer-goers had spenl the Lirst

=0 anline for videos,
achedules, biogs and A
able gallery from the
Gathering of the Vibes.

two afternoons of tha festival seeking
the soolness of the shade under &
blistering sun. Samurday, they ware
seramiling o find sheler from the
storm and. when the cleuds finally
pazsed, a suitahle spat from which to
settle in end watch the performanses

Local rock band The Aernaie
Eoutes was on the Main Stage when
Le clonds opened, at mansged to
coanplete its set by the tms

organizers called a hale o the
proceadings a litle past noon,

" ruess it wonildo't be s mosic
festival withoul rain,” said Andy
Aros, of Southington, who s working
sacurity at the Vibes.

“We arn just waiting tor the
liphtning #nd the wind to die down
hefore we get the bands to start
plaving again.”

The show mnst goon as they say
and, four bours Later, it did, aibeil
WIth some minor chEnges.

* Flegse 52e MUSIG on A5

Music schedule adjusted after downpour

Continuad from &1

Vermont based jam band
Strargelolk was the ondy acl Lumped
from the schedule and all of the
artists preceding headliner Phil
Lesh & Friends had thei- time on
stage shortaned by 10 or 15 minutes.

“We're going with shorfaned sets
forthe restof the day wrcil we get
Phil Lesh.” said Jonathan Lobdell
the Vikes' dirertar nf
cormanications, bofore quickly
adding, “Pending any Tusther
interrupdions from Mother Nature.”

At4:20 pm., the music returned
to the Main Stags as The New Riders
of the Purple Sage performed,

followred inmediately by The Bill

Ereutzmann Trio. Both bands have

close ties to the late Jerry Garvia,
wha the featival was founded to
haner in 19%. Garcin helped Tound
NHPS and kreutzmann, like Lesh,
was in the Greteful Dead with the
Euitarist

T'hare were no major weather
incidents at last yesr's Vibes, which
marked 3 return to Scaside Park
after siX vears inupstate New York,

The festival self, however, hes
been hit hard by rain in past years.

“Ti's Funmny, bt we do seein o e
et a lot of rain,” Lobdell sald.

“But it never dampens the Vibe
Tribe’s spirit."

A Vibes emploves, who didn’t

want to give his name, said lightning
struck a tree near his campsite
Saturday, but nobody was injured,

“Tt wras scary” he said, “watching
hee lesves and branches just pop off
the tree,” said Andraa Glamarro of
Mew Hartford.

“The rain was just brutal. We had
& huze tarp rovering three tends and
eventually the wind just blew it
away”

The four-day fastival comestoa
elese tonlght at 8. Tickats for today's
seasion are 885 and are available at
the zate. For more information, visis
wiwwgatheringofhevibes com.

Sfaff writer Everon Bafley Ji
condributed {o this report,
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